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Tradeshow Week
Making the Shipping World a Safer Place

mong the voluntary programs meant to speed things up for frequent ship- | for the United States. In addition, C-TPAT criteria stipulate exacthy how can-
Apers, FAST, short for Free and Secure Trade, allows carriers, drivers and | tainers should be inspected and stored.
imparters traveling between Canada, Mexico and the United The TW Group already has its C-TPAT designation. Phaenix Logistics Presidant
States expedited border processing, After filing out an ap- | Phil Hobson said his company is applying in the hope that a C-TRAT designation wil
plication and submithing a security profile, the pragram pro- | cut down on the number of shipments being subsected to imeconsuming examinga-
vides dedicated lanes and even priarity processing during | fions, “With the new custons examinations procedures beng enforced, we're seeing
times when the national threat level is elevated. an increase in exams. What this will do is make our procedures more secure,” he said,
There's one catch: To participate in FAST, carriers must Barry Maorrissey, a CBP spokesman, called C-TRAT “the mast successful
be imvalved in angther voluntary program, C-TRAT, short for | public-private partnership in dealing with the potential of global terronsm.” But
Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism. The C-TPAT | he also pointed out that the companies themselves benefit from adopting the
program, launched in Movember 2001 with 2 handful of ime | mare stringent security procedures.
porters, now includes mare than 9,000 players in the global Another program, called the Automated Manifest System, requires that
supply chain, To receive a C-TPAT designation, companies | oceangaing freight be manifested 48 hours befare the vessel departs, and air
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amd viendors they deal with must meet certain minimum-security guidelines.
The guidelines call for everything from employee background checks and

accurate manifesting procedures to parking restrictions and computer pass-

word protection. High-security seals must be placed on all cantainers bound

got the container released the morning the show opened, got it into
Las Vegas and got it opened,” he said, adding that in those cases, there
is “not a whole lot of happy exhibitors.”

Examination delays can also wreak havoe with move-in sched-
ules that must be heavily regimented, even under the best of cir-

cumstances, For instance, not
much can be donge when the
roof of a multi-story booth ar-
rives betore the floor, “If some-
thing’s late like that, it can mess
up the whaole assembly line,”
Habson said.

f the Game

work with foreign counterparts
to target and screen containers
before the container is loaded
an ships destined for the United
States. Customs agents have
bean posted at 25 overseas
ports deemed to pose a terrar-
ist threat, and 19 other coun-
tries have elected to participate
in the program.

B C-TPAT - Short for Customs-

Trade Fartnership Against
Terrorism, this valuntary 5upply—_
chain securty program passed in
late 2001 can speed up the
pracess for vendors who agrae to
meet certain secunty require-
ments, such as screening emplay-
ees and pariners.

B FAST - The Free and Secure

Trade program allows known
lowe-risk carriers to receive exps-
dited processing at the borders
between Canada, Mexico and
the United States, even during
heightened national threat
levels. Benefits include dedicat-
ed traffic lanes and a reduced
number of examinations.

freight at least four hours befare the aircraft’s departure.

"It creates a lot mare paperwork,” said Jay Cease, director of opera-
tions for TWI Group. “Airfreight was always meant for last minute. They've
taken the last minute out of it.” —Marga McCall

As if that were not enough, there’s also the problem of visas for
foreign exhibitors. Every now and then the exhibit booth shows up,
but the exhibit personnel do not. “As it's getting closer to the show
opening, we'll notice the freight sitting there real quiet and ask, "Where
are the people?™ Hobson said. TSW

potential interview. EeomFoag

WE WELCOME THE
'VERY BEST...

Bernie Massett, Director of National 1&D Services. Bernie has

more than 20 years of expertise in exhibits, labor services and contracting.
Previously, Bemie served as the City Manager for a competitor in Las Vegas.
At MCZ, his mission Is to add his wide experience to our progressive team
and bring best practices to the forefront in one of the most dynamic labor
forces in the industry.

Gina M. Punchak, Sr. Project Manager. With more than 12 years in the
exhibit industry, Gina has joined our MC? Chicago Division. She will be
managing accounts in one of the fastest growing markets in the MG2 netwark,
With a degree in architecture, Gina has a unique understanding of design,
structure and the building process. She will now be at the forefront of some of
the exciting new and existing projects handled in Chicago. Coming from a
local competitor, we expect Gina to feel right at home.

IF YOU ARE THE VERY BEST...

Join with a national leader that demands the same...you will find yoursalf in good company! Please
forward your resume to our corporate Human Resources Department for a confidential assessment and
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